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_ -. 2 be preferred, are maost ebvious. '~ Oursaequaintance
WILLIAM W. HOLDEN, |wih the population aud the teriteries themselves,
EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR.

i must at once determine our mipdg }ha_t thgx are not
'  prepared for the exercise of thésovereignty of a State.

Tax Nonra Caxnoriwa Stawvannis publiched week | When the treaty of was ‘ratified, there were
Iy, at Three Dollars per annum, payable in advance. ' In | supposed . to be about 110,000 <inhabitants; in¢luding
no instance will the paper be sent, unless the money for | Indians, in the ceded territory ;a surface egual to at
the same shall accempany the order., Subscribers, and | least one-third of the United States, and a population
others, who may wish to send money to the Editor, can | not'much exceeding half of that of the small State
do so at all times, by Mail and at his risk. - Receipts for | of Rhode Island ; a populationihe larger portion of
gll sums will be promptly transmitted.: . . -+ |'which are actually ' sa and the remainder not
ADVERTISEMENTS notsxcecdjngfourwcn lines, will be ' highly civyilized, living invillages, or sparsely scat-
it]-‘t‘ﬂetj one time for one dollar, and twenty-five cepts for } tered over an immense surface, and u_naqcustomed to
each subsequent insertion ; those of greater length in pro- [ the restraints of law, or the operation of civil insti-
portions  Court Orders and Judicial Advertisements will tutions——particularly ignorant of our socialsystem,
be charged twenty-five per cent. higher than the above | and unenlightened as to self-gevernment: - For such
rates. A reasonable deduction will be made to those who ra peopla' prudenca at once. decides mta territqrial
advertise by the year. ' government, in the first degree, is that which cir-
Letters to the Editor must come free of postage. ‘cumstances imperiously demand, and the only one
——————————— | w hich ean @t once give order and - tmanquility to the

SPEECH OF MR. VENABLE, |incongrucus elements of society as it exists. The

| social tie is not of sufficient force to bring .them to-
. By g oy iy . [Eether under any other form of government at present.
Dol!vgreti in the House of Representatives of the Distance as well as the inveteracy of habit render
United States, February 26, 1849, on the bill to them naturally averse to the effort which any other
establish @ Territorial Government in California. | yovernment would require; and the seeurity from
Mr. Cuarryant T have given to each proposition | violence, and the instincis of self-protection, wouldat

which has been submitted, either in the House or | gnce demonstrate to them thata powerful, strong, and | the W ilmot proviso, either in its terms or in its spirit,

the Senate, having for its -object the adjustment of this ' efficient organic government is demanded, and ought
vexed question, the most mature consideration. Thave |15 e preferred. They are unlike the inhabitants™ of
approached them with the most sincere desire to fix our western domain, whe, by eafly association and
upon some cme,__whlch wanld afford a just basis, for education, are inclined to prefer, and whose expe-
2 final and satisfactory settlement. Aware of the  rieace would cause them to adopt, institutions simi-
vast importance of repese tothe public mind, I have |artoour own. A longer tutelage is indispensable—
been desirous that sume measure of conciliation should | 3 time for assimilation must be allowed. "

be adopted, which, whilst it would effeet a just and It was well said, Mr. Chairman, by the gentleman
fiirarrangement between the parties, would carry with  from Virginia, [Mr. Preston,] thatthis Federal Goy-
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_And ;what do we gainy, sir, by this expedient?

'Have we reason to believe thatthe incongrilous mul-
titede, with none bf the elements of statesmanship or
political experience; ought 1o be intrusted with the
great task.of fixing the foundatines of politigal ‘insti-
totions for posterity T Ought we fo conclude. that
this scheme will secure-or protect southern citizens
in"emigrating with’ their property into thege “Terri-
tories ¥ - Sir,- 1t is but another form of the Wilmot
Pravise, with this differerice~—it.is equally effectual
 in.execluding us, by admitting the tersitorial sover-
eignty to be exgrcised by a population averse to our
peculiar institation, embittered, however, by ‘the re-
flection, that we fix it'on ourselves. If the proviso
is fixed to the bill by a majority, it is an affair, sir,
‘which power imposes ; if we vote for a, State govern-
ment before emigration has given the southern States
a chance, wé fix it upcn ourselves. Beélieve me,
sir, that this expedient will never satisfy thinking
1nen to the South. - We :ali must know, that.if the
formation of a- State government be -hurried now,
slavery must be exeluded. : N
To vote for this bill is to seal foréver this'question
against the South. ' I was muoch pleased -to find my
friend from Kentucky [ Mr Morchead] siill confiding
in the conservative veto of the President. 1 listened
with pleasure and with profit to his remarks. . F-am
for resisting this policy by the legislative..and the
executive arm, for I feel assured that the adoption of

anust be productive of fatal resulis.

Sir, I use no language of menace—it is hoth vnman-
ly and unbecoming ; but when every Legislature,
from Virginia to Florida, has spoken out in resolu-
tions which ‘manifest a deep senseof injustice, and
a purpose of resisiance, it becomes us to pause. 1
have heard with pain several gentlemen speak with
but small respect of the resolutions of Legislatures.
In the best days of our Republic it was not so: Con-

it a prevailing influence to restore kind and fraternal ernment was the trustee, and held these territories in
relations. i virtue of that trust. In a speech recently delivered
It would be uncandid, as well as unwise to say by him, he says: ; '
that alienation of feeling does not exist, and that toa “ We talk about disselving the Union—we talk
most serious and fearful extent. It does exist, aboutdestroying our institutions—we talk aboutaban- '
and he, sir, must bave been utterly regardless of our doning-all the past, and all the glorious prospects of |
histery, who has not bef-n deeply _aﬁ'ected with the the future, because, forsooth, we will squabble over |
sature of the events which have given character o t}e distribution of a trust subjeet and a trust fund. |
our legislative history f_or years past; wha has not We, the mere trustee, holding it but for an hour or aI
marked the progressive inroads of one party,and the day, quarrel and destroy al our institutions, while
equally decided retuonstrances of the other; the steady there are the people ‘of California—the ceslui ng|
purpose on the one hand toinvade and the warning giv- | trusi—they to whom it belongs—they who are pri- |
en on the other that hopeless evil must be the result | marily entitled to it, ask and demand of you that you |
of the invasion. I know t.h'fn it has become common  ghould not quarrel over the distribution of the trust
w denominate every expression of a purpose to resist | fund, but that you shoald come upand surrender that |
azoression on the part of southern g'ent]cmer_r,a threat; ' trust subject itself into the hands of theose who are |
and we have been gravely told that nothing could jig feritimate owners, that a sovereign State may be
transcend the folly of making them, but the extreme | greated out of it.”
\\'eakl;?ss of regard_! ng them when u?m_le. We grave- ¥} am very far from admitting, however‘ that the in-
ly advised upon this matter; and it is not my pur- habitants of the Territoriesarealone lhecutniquctruat.'
pose to argue this subject, either in the spirit of me- Mr. Preston.  Will the gentleman give way?
nace or of sapplication. I propose only to elaim for Mr. Venable. Certainly.
the Sm{lh the guarantees of. the Constitution, aud for| M. Preston. 1 said that the Government of the |
one, will not'bg Bﬂusﬁ&.‘l.] with any !.hmg.less. I ﬁjel | United States was trastee for the great purpose of |
:-.-:-sur_ed _l.liat it 1s one thing to be the subject of an in-! maturing the growth of a State, and that the citizens
jury inflicted by the hand of power, and quite another | of the-United States composing that community were
to be the willing author of the disaster which over- | the eestus que trusis. T
whelms you. f feel assured, that as men of honor |  Mr.. Venable. 1 accept the explanation; but it
in private life can never secure a friendship by any | does not obviate the difficulty, for it presupposes that |
arrangement which exalts the one and degrades there can be a time, when, iIf there were no inhabi-['
other, so sl.at_esmcn can never restore or perpetuate , tants, there could be no eestui gue frusi, and at least
fraternal relations amongst the citizens of this great | when there was a number less than should be formed
Republie, upon any basis which does not'combinethe  jnto a State, that there was in existence only an in-
elements of equality and justice. I shall notat present complete eesfui que trust. Conquest would confer
enlarge upon o obvious and simple a proposition: ypon the inhabitants the title to territory, instead of
my purpose was only to express the conviction, that transferring it to the conquerors; and evend treaty |
in #ll our expressions of anxiety to give the country 'could confer no title to eminent domain, without the |
repose, it should benanifest, at least that, that repose | gonsent of the inhabitapts of a eonquered or a ceded
should owe its existence to a convietion on all hands territory. It is the domain of the United States, of !
that justice had been dane. all the people of all the States, and this Goveriftnent
'I_‘here is a repose, Mr. Chairman, which 1 patriots jg the trustee for the whole.. This {rust estate ean
desire—that tranquillity spoken of in the ble of gease only in two.ways—either by the cession of the
oar COBS‘imfjﬂﬂs WhiCh_ dWGH ] hegimi of a territories 1o a fon:igﬁ Power, as was done in the
people conscious of a miftl ordered™@overn- case of Texas, or by admitting the sovereignty of
went; which springs fram 2nse of security to per- (he territory, when it shall have asserted it. The
sons and property, and is Jounded upoa the great 'territorial condition ceases by the consent of Con-
prisciple of justiceand equality. The approach of gress, in the acknowledgment of the asserted sover-
aggression, or the assaults of a selfish policy, must eignty of the **inhabitants.”” The law admitiing the
disturb this repose; for it is only by this vigilancethat Spate js a conveyance by the trustce to a sovereign
itean be restored or preserved. But there is arepose Siate, of that which was held for all the people of
which no patridt can desire : an abject submission to 31] the States. A cession by treaty to a foreign
wrong, or the paralysis, of despair which sometimes Power carries with it the territory and its inhabitants,
produces quiet without ce, and stillness withoot ' yless they choosksto remove within the liwits of
repose ; a sense of deep injustice, without the hope (he United States. There is no absolute right of a
of redress ; a sullen acquiescence to evil, because it Territory to demand admission as a State. It isa
Is without rem‘edy. Thisis the repose which is found privilege to ask, and if nathing of sufficient i;npor.
in the stillness of despotism, and can never exist ' pince shonld forbid, it is the duty of Congress to
amidst free institutions. The statesman should nev-  gdmiz. But it is a matter of sound discretion to be
er be unwilling to hear the murmurs of the people, exercised ‘by Congress, who should judge discreetly,
ina Government like ours. He should never com- 'and act justly in the premises. ' The assertion of
plain of agitation when the rightsof the citizens are sovereignty on the part of the Territories does not
invaded. The clamor which inen raise under a sense give them a right to exercise it antagonistically to
of wrong, is the healthfal and. natural indication of ' the Federal Government, but the propriety ot that
pain and disease in the” body politic. The way 10 @ssertion is to be judged of and acted apon by Con-

|

calm such agitation, is to do justice, and to cause

the wrong-doer to forbear. It is butaggravating the
wrong, to rebuke the complaiot which anmounces it.

It is but encouraging the wrong-doer, 1o denounce

that complaint as agitation.

I have said thus tnuch; sir, beeause of a sickly
sensibility which seems to have come over the pub-
lic mind, and sometimes inio this Hoose, in re-
lation to this subject of slavery in all its bearings
and relations. Gentlemen asg often alluded to as
agitutors and fanaties, whe have never gone beyond
the mere assertion of the guarantees of the Constitu-
tion, and dengunced as desirous of keeping the sub-
ject open for the purgase of agitation, ‘because they
are not ready to abandon the rights of iheir constitu-
ents to an unjust demand. There seems to be with
some a fn:.al"f'u]l apprehension that the subject ought
not to be discussed because it will agitate.

Sir, it ought to be discussed; however it may agi-
tale, because it lies at the bottom of all the deeply
fearful matters which now fester in the hearts, and
alienate the affections of our pegple. He is but an
empiric who prescribes withouta thorongh knowledge
of the disease which he proposes to treat ; and if fatal
consequences ensue, is but little less guilty than the
murderer. Turn from the contemplation of this subject
of domestic slavery we may—avoid the adjustnient of
the difficulties which are connected with it, we can
for 2 while ; but the difficulties mostaccumulate with
the delay, and dangers, which arise out of those dif-
ficulties’ must become more fearful. = . . |

I shall not at this time enlarge upon the subject of |
slavery as it exists at the Sonth. T do not rise to dis-
cuss questions of ethics, but of constitutional right—
ot to lecture on the progress of society or the de-
velopments of transcendental benevolence in future '
Umes, butto weigh and determine the value of the
Propositions which are prged with'a view ‘to the gov- |
erament to be framed in the bill and substitute” now
tunder consideration—to examine the measures pro-
posed, and their adaptation to the'end. And here, sir, |
I would remark, that I am convinced that the Presi-
dent has recommended the proper policy. 1In his |
message of the last session, sEortly Eefore its close, |

ss itself; and whenever a Térritory, wirthouta
previous legislative enactment ‘on the part of Con-
gress, does wmake a government, and declare itself
sovereign, itisa revolutionary act, rendered harmless,
it is true, by a reception into the Confederacy. Itis
scarcely necesssary for me here to remark, that Con-
gress have no right to regulate or impose conditions
upon a sovereign State, as to the provisions of its
constitution ; but it is equally true that there may be
proyisions which would render it proper for Congress
to refuse admission into the Union of the State which
adopted them. The right to form a government is
one thing, but the right to come into this Confedera- |
tion is another; so that we do not hold as trustees
for the inbabitants of the Territories alone, neither
have they a right to demand adinission uneondition- |
ally into the Union as a matter of right. 'We Jearn
much from contemporaneous history. + The orchpan’ce]
of 1783 provided that the States 1o be formed out of!
the Northwest Territory should adopt republican
constitutions—a provision which enables us to under-
stand what is meant by that provision in the Constis
tution which guaranties a republican foria of govera-
ment to each of the States. The people who form
must be able to understand and create a republican
form of government, before Congress could exercise
a sound discretion in the admission of such a State.
The substitate of the gentleman from Virginia [ Mr. |
Preston] contemplates the admission of the State of
California without any review of its constitution, on
a given day, upon the announcement of the organiza-
tion of a State govermment—a government which
might establish a religion, or contain many- provis-
ions which cooflict with the spirit of our institutions, |
The article of the Constitation which provides that
new States may be admitted into the Union, certain-
ly eontemplated the existenice of those States, com-
osed of such'elements as wére congenial to those
States which already composed the Confederacy. The
power is one of discretion, andshould be soundly and
discreetly exercised. A State is ‘a sovereign, and

_votes equally in the Senate ; and the substitate pro-| sparsely scattered over sucl orm Sur
poses to give two mémbers in the Honsée of Repre- | could assemble So'as to form a constitational assem-
This is evidently and ‘conclusively un- | bly, feprésenting the localities, the’ wishes, and the

sentatives.

¢ recommended a territorial government for the pro- | consiitutional, as representation is to be aF ortioned |

Vinees of California and New Mexico; he hrought |
the subject before Congress, and urﬁled the pressing |
Tecessity of such @ measure upon-the expiration ¢

the military governments whieh hé’had formed do- | ot amount to much- more than the quota of one rep-
The fate of the bill for the formation rcgeptative ; and if this arbitrary appoiptment

rng the war.
of territorial governments for the then Fetritorios of |
Pfegon. California and New Mexico, is/'well knGwn |
in this House. 1 deeply regret the failure of I.ha.tl
measure, for it would have adjusted at Jeast this ecause |
of alienation betweefr the North and the Soath. "In |
his annual message at the opening of this session of
Congress he 4nade the same.reg i
which I do mast cordially; approve, and for which i
am prepared to vote. A territorial
%s not seek either to establish or prohibit 's!ave:? |
Within their limits, but is silent on the subject, will
Meet with my most cordial support. The annexation |
of the Wilmot proviso woultf
but that is not the fault of southern men, but of those |
Who insist upon their right so ta ap ropriate the do- |
Wain of the %nited States as to excrude a large por- |

gevernment which | not almost all thie southern Représentatives vote; in |

secure my Opposition ; | too much to ilieir southern fellow-citizens in giving | a1 N at onnd Stk «wiLand bnek safs iba
sian a=—the- ]

ve less

to population, except that no State shall Bay,
than one representative. The population of the whole
Territory of New Mexico, excluding savages, does

rep-
resentatives be allowed in the formation of States,
there would be ho limit to the abuse.  But the radi-
cal defect is, that a State is created by the eoneent of
Congress, and admitted ona day cerlain, without
reference to the character of the government which
she may adopt, or the fitness of the population to
form or appreciate republican institutions. Sir, why
this expedient to settle this territorial dificulty ¥ Did

the last session, forthe Missonsi colsproinise and the
Clayton compromise bills? Was not the last bill
obj to by the extreme Free-soilers, as yielding

them barely a chance in the courts; and by some
southern gentlemen, because they believe thatit aban-
doned all to the North ? ‘

- .

| substitute, because I cannot perceive the constlitution-

[ canse. there is but a remote .probability that a peaple

gress listened with respect, and rececived with cour-
tesy their coramunications, and they were usually
regarded as safe indications.of the popular miand.
But, sir, those days have passed. The magnificence
of this central Government has eelipsed the médest
pretensions of the State’ institations ; and those sov-
ereign States o which we owe our allegilince are
sneered at as insignificant, and their voice disregard-
ed. Itis not the least distressing indicalion of the
times that all State-rights politicians are considered
as abstractionists, and that the commanding powerof
a great central Government threatens to absorb all
rival aothority. Those State sovereigntiesgwhaose
original light was intended to give lustre to the Fed-
eral power, are rapidly becoming réfleétors, instead of
generators : théir governments at first seemed to re-
volve around this eentre, were, in fact, within the
influence of a great political whirlpool; each sueces-
sive revolution makes the heads of statesmen more
giddy, and comes nearer and nearer to the centres
until all will be overwhelmed in- the vortex of con-

idation. Congress, who, under the Constitution,
was authorized to admit new States, is now supposed
to have the power to create them and I fear it will
next be discovered that the power which can create
has the ability Lo oblilerate from existence a refracto-
ry member ot the Confederacy.

Sir, I fully appreciate'the patriotic motives of the
gentleman from R’irginia, [Mr. Preston,] in the sub-
stitute before us. 1 sympathize most sineerely in
his deep anxiety to give repose and a final adjustment
to this distutbing question. But, sir, his bill cannot
effect that object. Should a State government be
formed excluding slavery, the South will not be sat-
isfied, because a suiface equal to one-fourth.ofthe
United States fas been taken from them by the pop-
ulation of a conquered territory and a few emigrants
from all quartérs of the world; the mineral wealth
of these regions forever lost to them by the vote of
those who have heen conquered by their valor, and
all the advantages of pusition and of prosperity at
once secured to a favored pagtion of their fellow-citi-
zéns. Should they fail to make a government within
the limited time, (aneventalmost absolutely certaim)
then the question comes back to us, combining more
complicated elements of strife and difficulty., An
accomnplished officer—Lieutenant Lanman—of our|
navy, who, until the'last of Octobér, acted as collee-
ter of ‘the port of Monterey on the Pacific, informed
me that the combined population of California proper,
west of the Sierra Nevada, did not exceed fifteen
thousand—a population less than that of either of
three counties in my own distict; that such was
the‘intense interest for gold-henting; that it Was im-
possible for bt to get the eitizens there to elect the
alcade or judge; and that he agiually was compelled

CAROLINA, WEDNESDAY 'MORNING, APRIL 25'1849.

to keep open the polls for several days, without pre-
cedent or law, to effect an election. He promptly |
affirmed that he did-,T believe that the oceupation of |
gold digging would be abandoned {or a length. of |
time sufficient to constitute the elements of a govera- |
ment according to the provisions of any law. 'The
people of ‘California think so themselves; and ina
communication - I have before me, ask®a territorial
goveraineut as the one best suited to the case.

Sir, 1 feel assured, in supporting a territorial govs
ernment in California, I am carrying out the express-
ed wishes of the Execative, who, with mueh wis-
dom, has decided that this is the government whioch
thhey need. If he had changed his opinion, he would
doubtless have couimunicated ' the same to Uongress
in a message. . e 0 :

I am profoundly counscious, sir, of the duty which
we owe to these Inhabitants to estend over them the
protection of a governurent. I votéd against the bill
to extend. the revenue laws!over those territoriesy
which passed some days siuce, because 1 will not
collect taxes or impose,,burdens where 1 withhold |
government and deny protéction. I regrét that that
bill passed, because it 1s at war with our revolutions
ary-and republican doectrines. I shall”’do everything
short of a surrender of the rights of my conslituents,
to effect that objeet., L' believe that Virginia; the
(Carolinas, and Florida ‘meant the spirit: and effect of
the Wilmot Proviso, and no set form of words, in
their resolutivns; and, so meaning, have assumed

nds froin which they will not récede. Believing |
s0, sir, 1 owe-allegiance 1o North ‘Carolina, and obe-ﬁ
dience to this Federal Government and its authorities, l
because North  Carolina commands me to do so.

Should their commands conflicty I must and should
obey my Staté. F must withhold-wy vote from the

al right of Congress to create, by a proscriptive law,
a State'hot having pre-existing form or substance,
withiout réference to the nature or character of its fu-
tare government, and with an unconstitutional appor- |
tionment of representatives in this House—unconsti-
tutional, because adopted: without the evidence of a
sufficient population to justify.the number, and with
every probability against it; because 1 am sure that
a constitution new formed wonld: exclude slavehold-
ers and their property from the territories, and thus
inflict the result of the proviso on the Soathj be-

an enormous surface

interests of .the people; and because the populatien,
from the want of civilizasion, with incongruous opin-
ions on the subject of government, and collected from
such remote quarters hy emigrationy hostile to the in-
stitutions of the conquering country, and practically
ignetant of republican principles, are mot in‘such a
state of moralor political development asito justify the
enactment of '2 law .which. suopimoss them 1o the for-
tion of & constitutions . _ -, . o140 :
llml 'tﬂ‘rﬁ' n:w 1o tt%aut purtio’.n'ﬁf?jlhia Hovse who are
détermined to fix the Wilmdt'proviso to this bill, and
asl'them, why insistupen this'measare? - Many.of
you profess ta believe that slavery gan-never.go there;
others, that it is excluded by the laws of. Mexico al-
ready. Why, then, exaspesate your southera fellow
citizens by thas wantenly inflicting. that which they
suppose to be a dishonor "hy do that which great
States have declared shall be résisted at all hazards
and'to the last extremity, nnnecessarily 2 The enlli«

| requir®d, and would give tranquility and repose.

asks mo backing. out from you, but onlya pause
in the progress of aggression. As empty as you

TN T » e
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y consider the ,_g",gmim,io.,. of d r to--the | buke their coHeagues of the South for # manifestation

- Union, I warn you to- forbesr::. Should -ﬁrg‘mh re- ' of “restlessness under-‘the pressure of aggression.
Wist, a8’ hor resolutionsindicate,’I domet helieve there | Those strictures’ would ‘have' been ‘more properly
addressed to the wrong-doérs. The value of the

.is‘a Staté soath of Mason and Dixon’s line that 1 N . e
would: see'the mother of States adsailed’ and over- | Union and the blessingsf otr system of government
‘ N are’ most obviously subjéets’of calculation to those

Ahrown by Federal bayomets. ~ ~ - AT sly . 't )
T'am gratified, however, sir;-to believe that these | by whose lawleéss ‘and faithless poliey 'the South'is

is‘'a ‘proposition upen whieh a majority of this House | oppressed and plundered. It is most to be depl::-ﬁd

can agree : I allude to- the amendment of my friend | Whei those ' are to” be found amongst darselves who

from - Maryland, [Mr. Evans,}/avhich is nsarly a | would break the force of every effort to secure’Ye-
transcript of the law of 1803 for the government of 'drésg3 that  these hearts' which throb only for the
Louisiana. ‘An améndment of the same kind isow | good of the people whom they represent, and the

pending in+ the Senate,- and I hope -will. pass that | minds wliose entire energies are devoted to the main-
body. = We can:ail of us, 1 trust, consent to give | tenance of their rights, should be répresented as be-
the territories an efficient government—<territorial in ing under the influence ‘of motives which shunned
its character, short in:its duration, and efficient in ' the public eye, and associated with ‘traitors, and plac-
its provisions. It - meets the obligation which we edgefnm'thelpnb_!le as the' enemies of ’llbeﬂy& b
are under to give the' government-—places the power aty- gir; 1 am contented ‘ to' be associated “with
and ' the msglonsibiiitg of ‘that government- in the glaose'--‘ge!:;_lemen' bzvgm at‘;hﬁ_ expense of myd col-
hands of the-Execulive, and avoids the exasperating | league’s disapprobation.  If his soperior prudence
difficulties which may arise with: either of -the bills | has presl::}'ve;! hl;:l f;:om ﬁno conmmm;\:tft__npi' an associz-
we have been considering. - It gives aunthority.to pro- | tion, to him let the beneht acerue. eel no cencern
teet persons and- pmpenf. and to- tepress and punish | for the resalt, either to myself or to my associates,
crifne, and’ places noxestraint upon the inbabitants as | when [ kriow, that in all the meeting, there were bat
%o the formztion of their ewn isstitutiens. Onthis we | eighteen who voted against any address to go forth
can all unite; end-thé fuinre developments may tend to | with the authority of the meeting. A large portion
make our line of action clearérand more satisfactory. | of the northern press admits the justice of our com-
" ‘But, sir, there aredoine other considerations which | plainte aa-emonied in that address; and the South,
1 aml disposed to bring before the comm’:(;re?. I’fl‘ht:g ‘ u;is:deut dis;}neuo;ul of panj,t.bot:leda[t)l?r?v: anwdh:g})e_-
whole subject has the gravest aspect, and shou e | plaud us. ¥y ctolleague intima at the
well considered by us all. I wi!l not, with the gen- : arrangement was nrade, and the movemient consum-
tleman from New York, [ Mr: Starkweathér,] review | mated, by the distingnished author of the Address;
the battle-field of the late dPﬁida;x?al ?lecuon. .am} 1 anqt é:!hmﬁthe et.o‘r;‘ci;du;gﬂadvnc;::: lheu;?omh:; t: l:;
among the dead and wounded logk for the causes of | united amongst theimselves, m nothing more n
this gg;eat political difficalty. He, with.pious rever- | less thian tobe united wpon him—Jehn' €. Cailhioun.
f]nce,-promuneed i;ho! Tu?eiml om:im:i o:‘l l‘;lan@u Y;n Sir, ti‘-hat ltl;:is ;miv:za: hindividualt B':ip]:'?:l‘!ed Io;'ri t‘l;e
uren: if‘'was 2 labor of love—the dead barying the | meeting, I know j that he eoopera ith ala Y
dead, as I learn that my friead fell in the same hatile l‘ all must know ; but he was neither the saggestor nor
with his leader. Bat he greatly mistzkes southern | thve adﬂsgr. Wrthe?rompmuda‘wluqh always markg
feeling if he supposes that either anattachment for, | his devotion (o' the mterésts of -the South, ‘he threw
or a prejudice against, any iudiviitial. ‘?onat];mges - rrsseﬂ'm_our-m::st,t:? enlighten us ?{y hiec;%unsg'lﬁ
any element in southern opinion. Mr. Van Buren J ng sustain ‘us by -his presence. e a wi
deserted the principles which he had avowed and | promptness and with energy—l may add, ‘success.
proposed, and the southers Republicans adherved to | Gentlemen cannot‘avoid' the difficulsies of their posi-
their principles and abandoned Mr, Van Buren. ]An- tion in astgailihf,,l: him or the measures of ‘so large 3
other gentleman from New York, [Mr. Mallin,] a | portion of southern representatives: - = - <
few m%ments sinca, referred 1o the same subject, and || It is in'vain to say that that movement-is a move-
concluded by assuring us that ail cosdessions had | ment of persous disappointed by ‘the election of Gen.
been wmade by dough-faces, and that the northern peo- : t!‘@}'l(t;;‘. flﬂl:ered'\\'n.are t_o?‘ a:lnany of _[.‘.yeh pgmu}am
ple now aad forever adhered to the principles of the | friends of"that distinguished personin the meeting.
proviso. I listened with attention and respect, but | There were some, who rising above the restraints of
can assure the gentleman that such declarations may | party discipline, saw, in the nienaced rights dnd in-
hurry the formation of a geographical and sectional | terests of the South, something that cught to merge
party, but be produetive of no hetter result. .| zll party considerations. - And many who did not sign
‘The people of. the South are charged with a want | the address adopted by the meeting voted theirappro-
of reverence to the Union—the gloricus Union. Dut | vak‘(qf_t;:lelwlr:jwh_cont_:u;r%d entirely ina d:'atatl ofhmu;.
I have never heard of a southern statesman -whose | = With the-distinguished stdtesman to whom my eol-
abhorrence of the Wilmot proviso, or even of aboli- | league hasalluded, [ Mr. Calhoun,] it has been my for-
tion, Jed him to such extravagant denunciations as | tune to differ in somne of the most imporiant political
those which fell from the gentleman from New |movements. I have differed with him, however, with-
Hampshire, [Mr. Wilson.] Driven by the current out deing injustice to the purity of his heart, the eleva-
of His eloquent thought he averred that, before he | tion of his wotives, or the t-anscandent powers of his
would consent to the extension of slavery, he weuld | mind. - On one snbjeet I havealways felt most deeply
not only see this Union dissolved, but the whole | with him—his devotion to the South and its instrtu-
universe in a state of collapse—not our solar system | tiens. All of us mgat-hav%admired his u_nwe:-liiled r$
alone, but all the bright stars which ehine on the ' sistance to aggression, -and the prophetic: skill wi
robe of night, together with this little world—s/gzes \\v“hich he Furetnl;i the pres%nt unhappy state of aﬁ‘ulira_.
and all—New Mexico and California, wll blotted | Who can forget hiis magnificent enfree upon the politi-
gl;m exis:)c_nce'. I can?ot bnt:;(!mir'e.thesg‘,r:lzm!etuiat::s | t_:al:;lrcr]:g,uneafr tl'cglt._; ;ealrs'aﬁ.o. z'hin h‘c \llron hisfapt:;re:
ire to be a martyr, for in this uaiversal crash he inthelists o ! In the darkest. hours of tha
could not hope to escape annihilation. A well-known | war, his firmness and his sagacity weére the admira-
manifesto of twenty memkers of Congress, headed | tion of all observers. Then, sir, a brilliant'constel~
by Mr. Adawms, so often apostrophized by orators in ‘ lation shon‘-ami_dst the represcentatives of the e,
this House as a patron of patriotism and the embodi- | and he shone with the brightest in the group. e
ment of statesmanship, alse declared that the admis- | see his venerable form sinking wnder the weight of
sion of Pexas was a virtual dissolution of the Union; | years and the accomaulation of labors——a specimen of
and thatit becae the States aggrieved to accomplish | the statesmen who ruled in the better' daysof the Re-
the separation, peaceably if they could, forcibly if | publie, and whose head covered with the snows of
they must. The leader of such a movement is can- | age; reminds us that we may soon lose bis inestima~
owized, whilst mere complaint of aggression by a| ble serviees. .He is amongst us as the last jewel
scuthern statesman is called disunion and itreason. | which once shone.prominently amongst its compan-
Sir, I wish no better evidence of the progress of | ions in the erown whieh encjreted ‘our eougtry’sibrow.

'debascmentthay this cronching to the hand of power ; +'I‘he rest have fallen from the places in 'Which ' they

that timidity which rebukes the wrong for remons- | were set, and the eye is refreshed by the radiance
trance, and conciliates the wrong-doer with honeyed i whieh siill beams from this diamond‘of the first wa-
words. 1 say to gentlemen, that they are engaged in | ter. - The friend of this Union, the champion of re-
an adventure, the progress of which should be grave- | pnblican institutions, and the philosophic-statesman,
ly considered. ' he ‘will live to adorn the history of our Republie,

A gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Ficklin] said a | when the most ot those w'ho either approve or con-
few days sinee that this slavery question and the | demn his political course will be lost in a common
proviso was a local and not a political gnestion—ihat | oblivion. His reputation will satfer nething by the

| 1t_was brought here by tricksters and knavish politi- | Address of which he is the author. Calm, dignified

cians for effect. How far this may be true, itis for | and wuthful, the people:will: wonder why any one
those who bring it herc to determine.. The slave- | eould have been unwilling totrust them with the facts,
holding States never brought it here, But, sir, he | or reluctant to disclese the full extent of their injuries.
differs widely with Mr, Rufus l%ing. the Free-soil Mr. Chairman, I asm reminded of the state of feel-
Federal leader of the year 1819, of the Missouri com- | ing which exists between different ' pertions of our
promise. He declared in the Senate that it was not | Republic. No man who takes notice of passing
a question of hymanity, but one of political power ; | events can fail to observe the progress of altenation
and has been so regarded ever since,and is so regar- | between the North and the South. Sir, alipnation of
ded now. The struggle is for power in the Senate | feeling is but the heginning of hostility ;. hesiility
aud for power in the new States. Gentlemen know | produces enmity, with all its appalling consequences.
that three-fourths of the States ean amend the consii- | Of all féuds, the most irreeouciliable are .those -of
tution, and that the voice of small States i€ as poten- | kindred and of friends;!of all mncarous ‘hostilities,
tial as the laige ones. The slaveholding States are | the most.unmitigated are those which originate in nas
fully aware of the way in whieh they may be assdil- | tural ties severed and soeial charities disregarded.
ed, and do not ;'nean.l,o'aﬁ'u%e op&mrtnnity. ) The border war between England and Scotland was
It was well remarked by my fiend who spoke an | never ended till hothierowns were worn by the same
hour ago, [ Mr. Evans, of Maryland,] that we of the | individoal § and the' union of the Awo nations nndér
South_were not weak enough to suppuse that the ab- | one-government brought tranquility and repose. I
olition of slavery in this District was all that was | make these remdYks, sir, because of the exasperating
I difficulties which continually arise on the borders of
am .indebted to the. gepyleman for this able speech, | thé freé’ States in relation to fugitive slaves.  The
and for the §pirited mannef in which he éxposed the | Constitution: requires that fugitive slaves shall he de-
fallacies whieh have been pardded hefore this House | livered up. The free States deny-the obligation to
so often and so grayély. No, sir, 'L!sat_gfo'q‘!dl,_no& | deliver, but content themselves {some of them) awith
satisfy, although there are jnaoy gentleuien here Whq | permitting the master to arrest them. (ther States
unhesitatingly demand this abolition in the face of  ebstruct the recapiure by statutory enactments. . Siry
the resolutions of Virginia and the other States, as if | this is a disgraccful subterfuge—an .anprincipled at-
resolved to compel submission or an_inglorious re- | tempt toannul the Censtitution. If Icovenanttodelive
treat—who say, that this will compose the dil‘_ﬁc’;u_hy er you a horse, it is no fulfillment of .my eovenant to
and restore harmony—we desire not to assail your in- | say that l'permit you to take a wild mustang in the
stitutions in your States., We koow that it is but | prairie with your own lasso. The obligation to des
the song of the syren; that it would creale_in this | liver requiires positive action on she part of the autho-
District ‘all the efemeunts of discord and disturbancs | rities of the free States. Sir, the ordinance of 1787
which could be derived from thejiupn_rhy'_a_ndﬁ the Msould mnever have been passed with the restrictive
corruption of wicked men; that all those résourtes | elanse as to slavery, but for the consideration of the
would be made to subserve the agitation of this sub- | delivery of fugitive slaves. A continued effort. was
jeet ‘ip all the adjpining States, until they \;vo'uld,!made to ineorpordte that elause excluding . slavery,
from the inslincts of ‘selt-preservation, suppress and | but was never successful until the consideration was
abate the nuisance. 1 do not believe, sir, in tlié safe- | acknowledged that fagitive slaves from labor should
ty of the experiment of placing power in the hands | be delivered up to those entitled to their scrvides.
of reckless and wickéd men. 'The prophet looKed E The same [lrovisions were engrafied in the Constitu-
on the face of Hazael, the minister of the King of | tion of the United States at the sadie time,and doubt-
Assyria, and wept, Hazael asked, with astonish- | less for the same reasons. J ]
ment, * Werefore doth my 1ord weep?”. The pro-| Mr. Chairinan, the ¢onduct of many of the free
phet was overwhelmed with the terrific view of the ! States is an outrage.” A report from the Legislature
cruelties which he would inflict upon the unhappy | of Virginia deeldres) that $96,600 worth of slaves
Jews, his brethren, and he told him so. * Thon shalt | have fled Successfiilly to Penneylvania from Virginia
bs King of Assyria, and shalt affiict my people. ™ | in the current'year. | New York protects the'fugitive
“1s thy servanta dog that e should do saeh things." | and .obstructs the récapture, as.do many ! of thosé
Béfore one short day had passed, Haziel had thirown | States who seem to call themselves: freey f%om their
a wet cloth on the fack of the d¥ing Benhadad, who | pecaliar freed o from eonstitutional obligation. Sueh
perished by his hand—usuorped his throne, and groand | an ontrage.omt any other ‘species. of property wouid
to dust the persecuted and prostrated Israelites. | hawe long since brought mattets to extresnitiess If
There are other Hazaels than that one of whomi ‘the | the most ohseure fishing smack from New England,
prophet ‘speaks; and rivers of tears would flow from | returning fromthe captar® of codfish; wastaken either
patriotic eyes, if opéned to' perceive the Wretched- | by o foreigh' nation oroné of the confederated States,
ness which such a system of policy would secure. iand ‘the eapture either justified oreompensation refus-
The waraings of the propliet will Have been in vain | ed, it would call forth murmurs and redionstrances,
to us if the result be not apprehended,and By timely | whieh'would ripen into resistancéand warif unheedéd.
precaution prevented.’ ' - .. 4 | "Upon the course of the State of New York, I ook
My collsague [Mr. Donnell] gave me the highest | with ‘the deepest-conceérn. “The recent eleétion of
gratification by the first part of a speech’ delivéred ‘ Williany H. Sewdird 1o the Sehate; from that great
herea few days sinces: Witl the feelings 2hll 6pin- | State; is'caleulated. to excite ‘the ' grodtest apprétien-
ions of a southern map, hig asserted our righfs] and | sions in the minds of southern' statesmen. ‘g'he se-
recapitulated the story of our wrongs. It wis ‘with | lectioa of a man, who, in October last, addressin® a
surprise, as wellas with pain, that ¥saw him plice | meeting at Cleveland; Ohio, urged upon thewn to
his southern friends'in the wrong, because of their | “extend a eordial welcome to the fugitive who lays
impatience under’a Eense o injary. “A'méefing of | * his weary limbs at “your, door, and ~fefend -him as
near "eighty ‘of the southern delegates was by him ' “youn \\mgd your paternal 5 _Corfecl your qWwn
denominated a midnight caucus, and placed in the | “errot, that slavery has any ¢onstitutiong! gaarantee
safiie category “with " the: Haftford Convenitiod. " He | ¢ Wwhieh’ may not be reledsed ‘and ought not ¥4 b ro-
did not, it 1s true, impugn the motives of gentlemen | ¢ Tinguished,”—eannos be regarded but as the expos-
directly, but left the inference so clearthiat none ¢ould | ure of a decided ~urpose to destroy on Jinstitutions,
mistake the conclusions of his mind as to the character | and render our property in slaves 'v;ﬁ!ue!éss. " The
of the meeting or of the"!mryose of those who compos- | facilities of gansportation render an eseape to those
edit. Tam amazed to find’southern gentlémen adopt- [ States of easy accomplishment: and when Seénators
ing such a course at-this time—shat they should 1e- | and high public fonctionaries urge their protection
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by a1l the holy rights of hospitalily, we may €xcept
the worst resulis. Sir, to be plandered by an
my is tiat'ﬁapijg?' ndared ; but fo be. w. o
confederate, ‘ré E&] by & partner,:is insufferable.’ I
"have ‘heforé me &n advertisement of meeti ﬂgs:?
Fare yow being held ia “Michigan, by an agent a
lectdrer, for the “purpose’ o!‘ ‘collecting funds fO!
relief of suffering fugitive slaveés who are'on the ¢
pesite Canadian shore. A Diila N
I'hdve 'no hesitation fn declaring, sir, that ever
southern State oughtto deny the citizens of all Sta
who db viot comply with the requisitions of the Con-
stitution ‘a8 to’ the delivery of fugitive slaves, '-“L‘
use of their courts for .thé'cozection of debts, the vse
of théir hirbory for the ingress abd egress of ves-
sels; and a total confiseation of all claims by the
citizens of ‘the former upon these bf the litter; all
trade with theit cities- or their citizens oaght t&
abandoned § and those sensibilities, which have been
banished from their mind and eonseienée.“r%:&y@_ﬂ-
haps be found to have taken refoge in the parse, 1
do not speak in the ladguaffé of menace. No, sfir;
I do hot speak here as I expeet to speak to @ portion
of m§¥ constituents next week. Such' plainnéss "af
speech would be unbecoming here.  But, sir, I"say
to gentlemen here, thai we are not ignorant of our
rights, or of theé means of securing tiem. We lové
the utiion whiclr has for ite object tranquility, equal
justice, and’ security ; bus, sir, no other.” None of
us will worshipd 'devil because he is arrayed in'af
angel’s robes.’ 'The blame shall never be on us if the.
tie is dissolved. The Union, which now reflects-fh®
glorions image of empites within an empire—a cirele
of Stdtes, egch’ giving light to a central Government,
which derivés ' its cofiseqnence and’ jte power from
them, aud them “alone—1if broken, shall not receive
the blow from u¥. “ "It mdst ‘ba shivered by 'those who
wantonly and wickedly’ makeé expcriments tpon it
power of resistingforce.” And when its shattered frag-
mentsShall only Waltiply fnagesof soribw and ruin,
we' 'will'be comforted by'the assyrancé that 'we'made
every”’ attempf toavert the wicked'blow which brooght

-

dbout the dissolutions 2 :
Fhave 2 reniark to make in relatidd to-the action
of eertdin ‘membérs of the donthern 'delegation, who
gigned and published anaddress to thiirconstitients.
Asan hinmble meinber of that'meeting, ¥ may be pers
mitted to speak of its objeets an its aims. We have
been déndunced as disunionists. The denuneéiation
is false.. ‘We are the friends of the Univm ; but, sir,
we prefer disunion to dishonor; and "where is the
craven southern heart that does not ¥ “Resdistatice be«
fore dégradation, and the hazard of*all consequences
to fixed politieal inequality. "And again, [ ask] who
that Hves in a sogthern State ‘would- gainsay these
conclusions? ‘¥ rejoiée that Southern States have
spoken through their Legislatures ; that a sonthern
constituency are alive to the responsibilities of their
position,and that southern hearts beat high for the
preservation of State rights and State soveréignty!
The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Root] said that'we
were said to’be a prond people; and that we eonld
not help it. ' 1 responded 'with my whole heart to the
declaration, however he may hive regarded as when
he made.it. - We are proud of our determinationth
maintain the guarantees of the Constitition. “We
are proud ot oor history=—prond that it was not the
wroags of southern eolonies, the favorites of the Brit-
ish Government, whieh ‘tiurried on the Revelution
bat that it was the 'blood of Maussachusetts, shed on
the plains of Lexington, which - summoned
patriots on the dark struggle, and opened th 2
of blood which' mingled' with théirs in' the sonfliets
of the Revolution. 'How Wé' have been compensat.
ed for'this fraternal feeling let history determing, I
in common with this whole House, listérded with de-
light to she enrapturing uence of ¥y friend from
Virginia [ M%. MeDowell] 3 fow days sinee. 'Hid
patriotism-and high moral elevation must ever place
him -in a high pesition: 'Ttruét thavhis appeals mny
be useful in the adjustmeént of this harrassing qdes-
tion. But I da notagree -with. him or others-wha
have spoken of the danger to southern.slave-cwnare
from the vengeanee of their slaves.  Nojsir§ 1 fear
them not. ‘We ask no'sid to plotectoursolves.- Tiiey
have neitheér the cause nor s disposition to-do their
masters injury. ‘We are in no.meré dangerfrom our
own‘or our neighbors’ ‘servants: than'from the stoek
which graze apon our farms: ‘They are bus friends,
and their domestic relations-are kind and eofiserva-
tives: No where has that race bezn so elevawd in
morals, veligion, 'and civilizgation as i the swats-in
which they ‘have' been amongst-usi ' I-challenge the
history.of the world to contradiet the statement.
trust shortly to be amongst the domesties of niy own
family, and shall mestwvith more greevings of heamfelt
kindness,"which have dver compensite for the pain
of separation from those whese affectionate regard and
unwavering-confidence causes every southern' mastor
to look wpon hi$ servants as his most abiding friends.
Sizgel shall vote’ for any amendment to the substis
tuté whieh embodies the principle of the actof 1803,
re‘%-w Louisiana.. The substitute of the gentles
e in-Virginia is impractieable, and daes hot ‘sets
tle the question. W ho would vete'for. she formation
of a State composed of Florida-and Maine leaving ail
the intervening -territory an uninhaibited reservef
Whe is willing to give d; handful of forcigners and
emigrants an equal vote in.the Senate, and two-Reps
resentatives in this House, toadd ta thegrowing num-
bers of those who are alteady .oppesed to our insti-
tation? - Wha dan ¢onsent to ‘yield (g the principle,
whilst ke only regrets the same of ‘Wilmot pro«
viso! No, sir; I s1yto the North; refrain from YOur un-
reasonable claimsy; repeal’ your offendive laws cone
cerming fugitive slaves; come back to the'gharantess
of the Constitation ; avoid. sectional jealousies ; leave
the agitation of abelitonism in this District; and .re-
store the kind feelings so hearly destroyed. -
- With my friend from Masyland, [Mr. Evans;] [
say, if mothing can satisfy the .pe of 1he North,
remove the capital; take it to the Far Weat, plans it
in a frée State, dnd save yourselvos from the associs
ations which so much annoy yow; bat as you value
the Union, ouriinterest, our prosperity as one peopla,
assail no further the guarantees of the ‘Constitution.
Gentlemen disclose the weakness of their positionby
the arguments - to whi¢h they rasort. They tell. us
thit the Constitution contemplated nofurtier: aequie
sition of fterritory. - It is amusing: tovmarkothe acuts.
ness with: which construetions of the Constitation
are assumed, when no such provision exists, and tha
palpihle disregard-of elear requirenients, Do gentle-
men- forget thal the acquisition of . territory by trenty
and by conquest results from thenature of government
itself 1 'Did our ancestors, form the feeblést and most
inefficient of all goVernments, by denying lhe righe
of the power of invading an enemy who bus vendeyed
ieven necessaty and uravoidable—did théyplace'thig
great Republie in thejmpotent position, shat Whilss
it mightbe invaded the territory-of the invadesshonid
be. inviolable? - No, siry, tho. conclusion is - ghsurd.
And whilst I would deplore.a spirit of congnest from:
other nations, I would-equally.reprdbate & spirits of
njustice amongsl ourselves. g v o2 T L
[he’gentleman . from-Ohio- [Mn Root] would re-
press the spirit of war and conquest which he sebme
to think peculiar to the South; he would make the
rebuke. effective, by appropriating to his own portion
of the Coafedesacy all the unholy conquesia: which
are made. He would take to himself ihe &poils by
\\l'ay o‘l; rciaro_af to; the South. . Sir, did y h
alone declare war a st LiCO, annex
No, sir; the Nqsm;,u.?’é’ LS S, ’

¥ , 4} ; i h

There was as great opposizionia the w
North, And-“:hilsttﬁeprev;' Jﬁmmﬁ
is unfair for gautlemen w_m&ict an, injury onh ghe
South, in order that the North may mm e
speils 1o themselves—and ghes. 1o tebnke the. plund
derers. This evige is too ;ﬂo":ﬂmﬂlﬁ 2 t
:ﬁst o powakje &\81_0;%!@—3:1__ -and allioust gos

e sincerity of a policy which i i 1
dovises, i f iamkei s aiand b Stk
to the. adjustinént gf the causé of alienation. I in:
voke the memory of our anecestors—aur ragn}d for
our present and our.future pry ity—above all, a
nslalnsaaf -annnl jm;igo—.-i‘o’:d :ll:: aal armagemont of
all causes of complaint, r fesloration of pesces
ful relations in this broad Republie. -
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